


The PNEM perfins of the Netherlands 


If you have any perfins from the Netherlands, chances are good that one of them is a PNEM. 

There were actually two PNEM perfins and in this article, Jan Verhoeven, the editor of the catalog of Dutch perfins, 
tells the story of these two perfins. This article was brought to our attention by Martin O'Grady and is published here, 
in slightly condensed form, with the permission of the author. 

The article first appeared in the PERFILEX '97 program and later, in English, in Netherlands Philately. 
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(Continued from page 47) 

I’ve heard that the office man- 
ager was a philatelist and that he 
instructed the employee who ap- 
plied the perfins to make “nice 
perforations.” This is the main 
reason the PNEM-2 perfins are 
generally nicely centered. The 
manager was particularly fond of 
the perforator, and this is one of 
the reasons it was used for such 
a long time. 

Due to the increasing popular- 
ity of perfins, we have unfortu- 
nately noticed improper use of the 
perforator. I do not know of false 
PNEM-2 perfins, but I have no- 
ticed improper use of the perfora- 
tor itself. In these cases it in- 
volves applying PNEM perfins to 
stamps no longer in use when the 
perforator was put into official 
use. Recently I came into posses- 
sion of a stamp with the perfora- 
tion applied to both the stamp 
and a hinge attached to it. It is 
most unlikely that the PNEM 
used stamps removed from a 
stamp album. We have to con- 
clude that a philatelist was at 
work here. 

Sometimes one encounters un- 
canceled but used stamps. These 
appear on postal pieces left un- 
canceled by the post office or on 





prepaid return cards or covers 
not returned by the addressee. 

Unused perfins were left 
over, for example, by an em- 
ployee of PNEM taking them 
home to be used for mailing but 
somehow never getting to them 
and also forgetting to return 
them to PNEM’s stamp vault. 
Some PNEM perfins were sold to 
the public at kiosks and quite a 
few of these were never used. 

Of the PNEM-2, even parts of 
sheets are known unused. 
These are remainders of the 
various PNEM stamp vaults 
cleared out after the use of per- 
fins was discontinued. By now 
most of these have ended up in 
the hands of stamp dealers or 
collectors. 

I understand that there never 
was an official PNEM announce- 
ment about stopping the use of 
these perfins. At a certain point 
people just thought that using 
the perfins was a bit childish. 

With the discontinuance of 
these PNEM perfins in 1987, the 
history of Dutch perfins came to 
an end. Based on this fact and 
the unusual usage of the 
PNEM-2 perfin, the perfin has 
taken a unique place in Dutch 
perfin history. 
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